
    2011 has been a busy but exciting year 

so far with many events still to come and 

goals to achieve.  Similar to 2010, the pri-

mary goals remain to be safe, profitable, 

and to offer top quality flight training and 

aircraft to all Eagle Sport Aviation club mem-

bers.   

    The new DeLand hangar has proved to be 

just as convenient and welcoming as the 

officers thought it would be.  With the Pitts 

and Cub housed together and space for 

maintenance, ground labs, and officer meet-

ings , the hangar provides a far easier and 

nicer experience. 

    The glider fleet is still operating out of 

Pierson (2J8) with all gliders up and flying 

every weekend and operations occasionally 

occurring on Wednesdays. 

    Air shows and competitions have kept 

the Pitts very busy meaning a constant flow 

of revenue into the clubôs account.  With 

the financial situation always under careful 

watch, the pricing structure is continually 

scrutinized and examined in order to offer 

the best possible rates to members. 

    The officers are constantly trying to 

make the club a safer training environment 

and they can always use more help.  The 

club relies on the volunteer work of its 

members and we are always looking for 

new faces and new ideas.  Just contact 

any of the club officers listed at our web-

site, www.eaglesport.org, to get involved 

or find out more information.  
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Phil Schacht  

Keystone 

October 20-22 

Keystone Heights, FL 

Wings of an Angel 

Festival 
October 14-16 

DeLand, FL 

US National  

Aerobatic Contest 
September 25-30 

Shermin, TX 

Lower Alabama 

Bash 

September 3-4 

Evergreen, AL 

Visit eaglesportaviation.org  
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Fly - Ins, Air Shows, and Aerobatics  
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     2011 has been an eventful year for the Cub, Pitts and the gliders.   In early January ESA 

aircraft ventured off to Palatka, FL for a fly -in and an 

intro-ride day that attracted many club members par-

ticipation and help.  A weekend later ESA had our 

own intro -ride day where we showed off all three 

divisions to new members.  Then the K21 traveled off 

to Valkaria, FL in February to perform in the Valkaria 

2011 Air Fest air show and to give rides to anyone 

interested. In March the Pitts ventured down to Sun ón Fun in Lakeland, FL to act as a static 

display.  Since then, and during that time, the K21 and the Pitts have bounced around between 

contests as members competed for trophies and showed off the skills they have acquired and 

the knowledge they have gained in the Eagle Sport Aviation Club.  

 At Sun ón fun 2011 Ponso, Gisela (Andrea's girlfriend), and myself 

had the opportunity to join the pole holder's union.  We held the flags 

which supported the lines which Sean Tucker uses to do his knife edge and 

inverted ribbon cuts.  I was lucky to get the opportunity after Andrea gra-

ciously gave up his spot.  Needless to say, I owe him one (or two or five or 

a million).  It was something I had talked about since we walked into the 

gates, intentionally as a joke never thinking it would be real.  

 We were given a briefing on safety and what to do and not to do.  As he took off 

we moved into position and got to see the entire show from underneath, a vantage point no one 

else got to enjoy!  When the time came, we raised the poles and Sean did a few trial runs to 

gauge the wind.  He did his passes and we looked in awe, amazed by the noise and precise flying 

so close to the ground.  Brian, the crew member assisting us, told us if we gave Sean a fist pump 

that, while in knife edge flight, he would also pump his fist.  So, we of course pumped endlessly hoping for yet another amazing part 

of the show.  For whatever reason Sean didn't do it that day, but we still had lots of fun!   

So, if you get the opportunity one day to hold the pole #1 Do it!  #2 See if he will fist pump back at you! : -) 

¸ÚÓd̂Ód«ÚÓ~dÔÑÉÎÓÌdÙÍÊdµÔÑÊ 

- Ryan Waller 
Club Clown 

¸ÚÓd̂Ód«ÚÓ~d²¦³«·ª©d·¦©®º¸ 
 MANFRED RADIUS!!!!  I had no idea who Manfred Radius was when I 

arrived at Sun ón Fun in 2010.  In fact, I had not been to an air show in several 

years until I showed up right before the start of the night show that year.  When 

Manfred took to the skies and flew his night performance: sparklers on his wing tips, 

looping, rolling, and spinning so majestically and quietly in the sky, I was amazed.  I 

had never seen anything so beautiful before and wanted to see it again.  I was mysti-

fied by the idea of flying aerobatics in a glider and soon wanted 

to meet the man that would drive me toward getting my glider 

certificate and competing in glider aerobatics for myself.   

 A year later, Sun ón Fun 2011, I was able to meet the man behind the controls and was even allowed 

to help prepare and launch the glider!! I was excited and even more thrilled to be standing on the runway 

watching the air show directly overhead!  You canôt find a better show besides inside the glider!  Manfred let 

me help disassemble the glider and when the night was done he signed a picture for me, which is now hang-

ing on my wall at home.  Thank you Manfred, for inspiring me to fly quietly, smoothly, and 

above all, efficiently!      -Lori Costello 
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      The process to gain an air show pilot waiver was long, and for some time, 

I was not certain if I would get everything approved and ready by the time the 

Valkaria air show started.  The organizer of the event, Steve Borowski, pushed for 

ESAôs ASK 21 to come down and fly but not everything is as simple and easy as 

one would like when paperwork is involved.  However, things worked out and along 

with myself, the glider, the Pawnee (ESAôs tow plane) and 

Ryan Waller (the tow planeôs pilot, avid supporter of me, and 

my manager) came a slew of club members to help out.   

      February 19th...  

... was the day of the air show and I was to perform at 

around 14:15, which meant that the sailplane would have to 

takeoff and climb out a performer or two before the 14:15 

start time.  On tow I found myself slightly nervous as I 

looked down toward the air show box but when I released 

from the tow plane I found myself completely relaxed.   

 Ryan (air show tow plane pilot) and I had written a 

routine on the drive down the day before but when I started 

flying I realized that the winds were too strong and the box 

too small (1000 ft wide by 3000 ft long) to keep to what we 

had planned.  Choosing to improvise I flew maneu-

vers based upon where I was in the óair show boxô 

and where I needed to be.  As an air show performer 

there are several ñrulesò that one must follow includ-

ing: entertaining the crowd, staying in the ñshow 

centerò, and not flying over the crowd line.  I found 

air shows to be far less stressful than contests.  In an 

aerobatic contest all lines, loops and rolls must be 

perfect when viewed from the ground, but air 

shows do not involve judges critiquing a se-

quence.  The average air show spectator canôt 

tell the difference between an inside or outside 

roller or tell if the line 

before and after ma-

neuvers were too short 

or too long, which 

makes it quite easy to 

fly. 

     I flew one more 

time that day in the 

ótwilightô show and 

hung up my glider hat to end my first air show experience.  I enjoyed the air 

show atmosphere and hope to fly in more air shows soon!  

 The day after the air show, Ryan, Elli and myself had the pleasure of 

flying with several spectators from the day before who wanted to experience 

sailplanes. The air show was a great advertisement for ESA and we had several 

inquiries about soaring and ESA for several weeks after the air show. 

̆¹ÍÊd

average 

air show spectator 

ÈÆÓ̃ÙdÙÊÑÑdÙÍÊd

difference between 

certain maneuvers, 

which makes it quite 

easy to impress 

ÙÍÊÒṙ 

MY FIRST AIR SHOW!  

- Mikhael Ponso 


